


Nat ion al Film Board (NFB)

Althou gh perhaps best know n worldwi de for itsauteur animation fi lms,
the NFBis also synonymous with the invent ion of the "documentary"
.genre under the theoretical guidance of John Grierson, the fir st to
use the term and the founding NFBcommissioner. As an arm of
government inte rested in developin g audio-visual media for social
change, the.NFB'swork has gone throu gh several phases, ranging from
war propaganda at its birth in the 1940 S and '50S, to more cultural ly
focused productions that serve as the billboard for an ethnically diverse
nation with a continuing focus on Northern Identity.

No-Man's / Nomad's Land

Throughout history, theArct ic has bee n seen asa "no-man's land," the
last fronti er; or just an empty spaceto conquer and ext ract resources
f rom.Thankfully, however, becauseof the increas ing acknowledgement
of the indigenous population that traditionally migrated across t he
tu ndra and ice, following herds of caribou and other animal life, the
region is now seen more as a nomad's land ful l of history.This point is
especially notable when the Arctic is cont rasted with Antarctica, where
there is no indigenous human population and only the recently arrived
scient ists and tour istswho are nomadic in a different sense.

Outer space

Our aesthet ic of Outer Spacesharesa similar aesthetic wi th the Arctic:
ut iIitarian outpost architecture, a barren landscape and the harshest
of weather replicate "off-world" existence. Tethered to the more
populated wor ld by a networ k of trade and supply while remaining
shrouded in mystery, it is no wonder, t hen, that science fiction and
fantasy film s often place secret bases at the Pol es or usea frozen stage
set, where a psychological and geographical "aesthetic of distance" is
inherent 'Co nt inuing a well trodd en stage of Arcti c spectacle, a quick
sampling of blockbuster film s demonstrates our fascination with the
Polarwo rld as "other world" Superman's crystal Fortress of Sol itude,
Ozymandias'Antarct ic base in Watchmen, Blade Runne r's off-wor ld
replicants' residence in theYukon Hotel, the Predator vs. Alien hunting
gaunt let buried deep underthe ice, the Golden Compass's evil research
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facility Bolvangar, Frankenstein's fi nal demise as wi tnessed by a North
Po le expedition, and so on. Inversely, in the conceptual art world,
Michael Snow's film La Region Centrale used his imagined version of
moon footag e to frame his vision of the North "The fi lm will become a
kind of absolute record of a piece of wi lderness. Eventually th e eff ect
of the mechanized movement wi ll be what I imagine the fir st rigorous
filmin g of the moon surface."

Radio

Precipitated by t he Klondike Gold Rus h, the USArmy started
experimenti ng with wireless technology in Alaska (an d possibly the
Yukon,as precise maps were just then being drafted of the disputed
region). Appropriat ing the derelict Overland Telegraph Line from the
mid 19 th century, by 1902 the Army worked with Marconi's company to
complete the system with wi reless telegraph connect ions between
remote bases, creating one of the earliest wire less communications
networks and connect ing the Arcti c to the rest of the cont inent
Eventually this system would evolve into the ionospheric tropo scatter
networks of Whit eALICE and the DEW Line before rising upwards into
satell ites.Today HAARP is the next-generat ion experimental radio
research stat ion, buried away in the int erior of Alaska a few hours
from the Canadian border and shrouded in a veil of mystery. On the
civilian front, CBC links th e northern landscape toget her with its
nationali stic broadcasts, connect ing isolated communit iesacross the
vast landscape

Shamanism

Part of the Inuit cosmology, shamanism represents an interest ing
precursor to Canadian perform anceart in the Arct ic,where landscape,
ritual and myth are interwoven With the advent of colonialism and
evangelicalism, shamanism declined asa bind ing cultural force. It is
possible that modern pract icessuch as fil mmaking and the other arts
will rejuvenate thi s lost role in a cont emporary world where old and
new culturescoll ide.



Sovereignty

From the in itial migrat ion of Arctic aboriginals (First Natio ns, Inuvialuit
and Inuit) to the twen ty-fi rst -century carv ing up of the Arcti c Ocean
seabed li ke a cake to be devoured, th e issue of sovereignty is
cont inually evol ving in th e North - partly be cause of its nomadic
pop ulat ion (indigeno us peop le, civ ilian cont ractors and mili t ary
personn el), par t ly because it borders on so many different nat ion
states, and partly becau se of th e develop ing body of knowled ge about
the region . Exacerbat ing thi s sit uat ion are th e vast untapped natural
resources counterpo inted by t he signifi cant cost in fi scal resources
to patrol, defen d and occupy the area . In th e past, Canada has used
var ious ta ctics to enfo rce sovereignty, such as fo rci ng the relocati on
of Inu it to maintain occupat ion, and intends, in th e futu re, t o increase
its military presence and upgrad e satel l ite survei llance.

Warm War

The Warm War is the new confl ict aris ing around th e issues of
sovereig nty and ownership of natural resources in the polar region s
as a result of global warmi ng.

- CharlesStankievech Tuktoyaktuk, Beaufort Sea, Arctic Ocean New Year's Eve 2010
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