





Sovereignty

From the initial migration of Arctic aboriginals (First Nations, Inuvialuit
and Inuit) to the twenty-first-century carving up of the Arctic Ocean
seabed like a cake to be devoured, the issue of sovereignty is
continually evolving in the North — partly because of its nomadic
population (indigenous people, civilian contractors and military:
personnel), partly because it borders on so many different nation
states, and partly because of the developing body of knowledge about
the region. Exacerbating this situation are the vast untapped natural
resources counterpointed by the significant cost in fiscal resources

to patrol, defend and occupy the area. In the past, Canada has used
various tactics to enforce sovereignty, such as forcing the relocation
of Inuit to maintain occupation, and intends, in the future, to increase
its military presence and upgrade satellite surveillance.

Warm War
The Warm War is the new conflict arising around the issues of

sovereignty and ownership of natural resources in the polar regions
as aresult of global warming.

— Charles Stankievech

Tuktoyaktuk, Beaufort Sea, Arctic Ocean

New Year’s Eve 2010
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Peter Mettler

Picture of Light, 1994

35 mm film, colour, sound, 83 min.

Courtesy the artist
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Center for Land Use Interpretation
Thule warming hut, interior, 2006

with permission of CLUI
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