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Hecording Inuit fiddle tun es at an impromptu dan ce in a Quons et hut at a central Arctic
DEW site in the summer of 1956. (Co urte sy of Indi an AFFairs-North ern Developm ent
Canada. J. D. Ferguson )

With this guide line, it became easier to establish th e values and elements
of the BAR-l DEW Line station that we should be managing for. What to
preserve and present became a more straightforward question.

Conclusion

In reviewing the long-term commemorative purposes of the BAR-l
DEW Line station, it is important to recognize the limit ed utility of the Cold
War as a construct in postwar Canadian history. Military and political
activiti es of the Cold War period have become foils for investigating the
major themes in Canadian contemporary affairs-social justice and intro­
spection of th e national cultural mosaic.

The DEW Line is helpful in addressing intra-regional cultural tensions.
'What is of importance is not the content or purpose of the station but its role
in bringing together two different cultures and their exploration of new
environments and new ways of understanding the world. What needs to be
preserved , therefore, is not th e technology or th e purposes of th e station,
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although th ese need to be acknowledged , but rather th e fact that the DEW
Line existed and was a part of a cultural-contact process .

To ensure th at som e physical record of this existence remains , the
cul tural resource management plan recommended th e retention of ce rtain
site eleme nts. Although the clean-up ofarctic milit ary sites in Canada is still
in progress and no final plan for th e BAR-l site has been confirmed , it seems
likely that this existen ce will be marked by the in-situ preservation of the
gravel pad and th e foundation footprints of th e various structures and
antennae. To support these remains, an artifact and document collection
has also been assembled. Artifacts include both technical and domestic
mat erials refl ecting the range of activiti es at th e station; an extensive
collection of both record and historic photos, a complete set of as-built
drawings, and a selection of the station files have also been preserved."

Associated with th e preservation of these physical remains is th e need to
present those elements of th e cultural contact that give the site meaning for
Canadians. The "maps" created by th e different groups have been investi­
gated and are being prep ared for presentation in a book. Oral history and
photographs have so far proved to be th e most important indicators of this
relationship; archival records provide oth er valuable persp ectives as well .
The value of th e site is its ability to focus visitors ' experie nce on th e human
memories and expe rience s that are an important part of th e development of
a modern Canadian identity.

So the Cold War in the Arctic for Canadians is not about relations with
th e Soviet Union , nor even very much about those with the United States.
Rather it focuses on the southern themes that define us as Canadians: social
justice, the amelioration of cross-cultural differences and intra-regional
tensions, and th e definition of a nation.

6. A CD-ROM BAR-l DEW Line Radar Stati on-s-Ivv avik National Park-Cultural
Resour ce Description (Whitehorse . Parks Canada, 1996) is available to researchers. It includ es
essays on the history of the DE\V Line and the cultural resourc e managem ent proc ess Forthe
site; findin g aids to the artifact. archival . drawin g, and photo collections; and an int era ctive
sample of some 200 images and drawings of th e site .


