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In the Fall of 2008, the METRO-Net entrance in Dawson City was extracted and the site filled with earth. LAST TRAIN is a Wake 
for the disappearance of Kippenberger’s portal into the netherworld. !! 

 
Martin Kippenberger created (with Reinald Nohal) the second METRO-Net station in Dawson City, Yukon, Canada in 1995. 
METRO-Net was a world wide project with permanent stations also in Greece and Germany, another portable entrance 
showcased at Documenta X, and three air vents: one at Munster in 1997, one planned for Tokyo (but actually erected in LA at 
the Schindler House, 1998), and one in the German pavilion of the 2003 Venice Biennale. The second station in Dawson City 
was a pivotal point in the evolution of the overall project, for with this second site, the project transitioned from a single site-
specific work on the island of Syros, Greece into a global network. Playing with notions of the bohemian underground, 
Internationalism and social networks, METRO-Net was one of Kippenberger’s epic works that continued up to his death and 
beyond—for more parts of the METRO-Net were executed posthumously. 
 
WORKS IN THE EXHIBITION: 
 
OBJECTS: 
 
Mart in Kippenberger 
Nix Rugula !! 
Poster !! 
1996 
 
A lithographic poster playing on the idea of exiting from one location enroute to another. The photographs are actually from the 
party when Kippenberger and Elfie Semotan were married. Here people are seen leaving Café Englaender in Vienna, Austria with 
their luggage on their way to a second marriage party in the small town of Jennersdorf in southern Austria.  Reinald Nohal and 
his wife Irmelin Hoffer are visible in one of the photographs. 
 
Mart in Kippenberger 
Metro-NET Station, Dawson City 
Installation 
1995 
 
A holy relic as exhumed from the site when the METRO-net was dismantled.  The “bone”, or chunk of wood, is displayed in a 
reliquary under the icon of the Nix Rugula poster. 
 
Ben Deakin 
Dead Artist ! 
Graphite on Paper !! 
75cm x 120cm !!2008 
 
While attending the KIAC residency in Dawson City during the Fall of 2008, Ben Deakin witnessed the end of the METRO-Net 
station.  Continuing his practice of landscape painting, Deakin performed several studies of the ruptured site.  Subtly woven into 
the representational rendering of the exhumed earth are the title’s words “DEAD ARTIST.”  The statement refers less perhaps to 
the death of Kippenberger (who died in 1997) and more to the condition of a site-specific work removed from the site.  The text 
is only legible if the drawing is seen in person or projected at a large scale in relation to the body. 
 
SCREENING PROGRAM I: 
 
Buster Keaton ! !  
The Frozen North !! 
17min !! 
1921 !! 

 
While pinpointing the genesis of the Metro-Net is difficult (and perhaps ridiculous), a metro station exit in the middle of 

an arctic snowfield was not a new idea.  Buster Keaton’s The Frozen North, produced in 1921, opens with the slapstick scene 
of the protagonist entering the film by exiting an urban subway stop.  Here Keaton’s satire plays the urban against the wildness, 
the cosmopolitan against the isolated—themes Kippenberger picks up and carries on in his body of work. 



 
 
 
Z in Taylor 
Put Your Eye in Your Mouth: A Conversational Documentary Recording Martin Kippenberger's Metro-Net Station in Dawson 
City, Yukon !! 
22 min !! 
2006 
 
Zin Taylor’s video is also a comedy—though less of a satire.  Positioned between the fiction of Keaton and the traditional 
documentary of Jörg Kobel, Taylor’s video looks at the METRO-net following the cult of the personality vital to an understanding 
of Kippenberger’s career.  With Kippenberger dead however, Taylor uses the means available and constructs an amateur video 
based on a dubious “conversation” with collector Reinald Nohal. The character in this film Nohal, who designed the drawings for 
both the Syros, Greece and the Dawson City, Canada stations, acts as the source for the oral legend of Kippenberger while 
Toronto artists such as Fastwürms and Co. play the parts of Kippenberger and gang actually filmed in Ontario.  In the tradition of 
“Kippi,” the questions arise once again what is real and what is fiction—and finally, who is the joke on? 
 
INTERMISSION: 
 
WHISKEY BAR IS OPEN 
 
Charles Stankievech ! !  
Rush Hour !! 
Sound Installation  
7mins loop 
 
Rush Hour continues the posthumous extension of METRO-Net—not only in the afterlife of Martin Kippenberger, but in the 
afterlife of the Dawson City Station. In September of 2008, Reinald Nohal dismantled the station. In the month of its 
disassembly, Stankievech projected the sounds of metro stations from around the world out of the subterranean space: the 
Metro in Montreal, the Metro in Paris, the Subway in New York, and the Tube in London. All the recordings were made in the 
summer of 2008 and mixed into a soundscape that then seeped from the Dawson City site. The broadcast was recorded on 
September 14, and the resulting document includes both the sounds of underground trains traveling ‘though’ the Dawson City 
Station as well as the local overground traffic typical of Dawson City: trucks and ATVs speeding by on gravel roads. As the 
physical station continues its Smithsonian entropy, documentation of the sound installation is archived on the global network of 
the internet and played as background noise during the intermission. 
 
SCREENING PROGRAM II :  
 
Jörg Kobel ! !  
Kippenberger—Der Film !!(Kippenberger—The Film) 
!!96 mins  
!!2005 !! 
 
Jörg Kobel documentary presents a comprehensive overview of Kippenberger’s life, including his career, his social milieu and his 
family—as the boundaries between these areas were always blurred for the artist.  Including original research and interviews with 
those surrounding Kippenberger, Kobel’s documentary incorporates rare amateur footage of the opening ceremonies in Dawson 
City. 
 
TOASTS TO THE DEAD: 
 
Charles Stankievech (curator + art ist )  
The Metro-Net is Dead, Long Live the Metro-Net. 
 
Reinald Nohal (col lector + fabricator of the Dawson City METRO-Net) 
Telegram from Berlin 
 
John Steins (Mayor of Dawson City) 
The Beatification of St. Martin Kippenberger as Dawson City’s Patron Saint of the Arts 
Performance 
2009 
 
Finishing the evening’s programming is a performance by printmaker and Mayor John Steins.  The beatification of St. 
Kippenberger is commemorated by a monoprint made by Steins. 


